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POLICY ON SELECTION OF INSTRUCTIONAL  

AND READING MATERIALS 
 

It is the intent of the Governing Board (“Board”) of Imagine School at Broward (the 

“School”) to provide a wide range of materials, in print, electronic, and digital format, on all levels 

of difficulty, with diversity of appeal and the representation of different points of view.  The School 

and its staff will utilize materials that meet the following criteria: 

 

a) Materials that will enrich and support the curriculum, taking into consideration the 

varied interests, abilities, and maturity levels of the students served; 

b) Materials that will stimulate growth in factual knowledge, literary appreciation, 

aesthetic values, and ethical standards; 

c) Materials that include a background of information enabling students to make 

intelligent judgments in their daily life; 

d) Materials representative of the many religious, ethnic, and cultural groups and their 

contributions to our American heritage; and 

e) Materials of a high quality that place principle above personal opinion and reason above 

prejudice. 

 

Selection of Materials 

Staff members selecting instructional and reading materials shall follow the considerations 

set forth in section 1006.34(2)(b), Florida Statutes, including the following: 

 

1. The age of the students who normally could be expected to have access to the material. 

2. The educational purpose to be served by the material. Priority shall be given to the 

selection of materials that align with the Florida State Standards. 

3. The degree to which the material would be supplemented and explained by mature 

classroom instruction as part of a normal classroom instructional program. 

4. The consideration of the broad racial, ethnic, socioeconomic, and cultural diversity of 

the students of this state. 

 

In addition, staff members selecting instructional and reading materials shall consider the 

following: 

 

1. The overall purpose, timeliness, importance of the subject matter, quality of the 

writing/production, readability and popular appeal, authoritativeness, reputation and 

significance of the author/artist/composer/producer, format, and price, where 

applicable. 

2. The staff member’s knowledge of the curriculum, the existing collection, and the needs 

of the students. 

3. Requests from students and parents. 

 

Purchase and Donation of Materials 

Instructional and reading materials shall only be purchased with the School’s funds upon 

approval of the Principal and in accordance with the budget adopted by the Board, taking into 

account the considerations set forth above.  The School may accept donations of instructional and 
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reading materials or money to purchase materials from members of the community with the 

understanding that such materials must comply with the selection criteria established in this policy. 

 

Materials Review Committee 

 The Board hereby establishes the Materials Review Committee, which shall review and 

consider challenges to any instructional and reading materials.  The Materials Review Committee 

shall be considered a committee of the Board and shall be composed of a member of the Board, 

the Principal of the School, a member of the Parent Teacher Organization (PTO), a member of the 

School’s faculty, and a member of the community.  The members of the Materials Review 

Committee shall be appointed by the Board.   

 

The Materials Review Committee shall meet as often as needed to review any challenges 

to any instructional or reading materials properly made pursuant to this policy.  Meetings of the 

Materials Review Committee shall be subject to the Sunshine law, open to the public, noticed at 

least seven (7) days in advance, with minutes taken, and shall allow for public comment in 

accordance with the Board’s Policy on Public Comment.  Meetings of the Materials Review 

Committee may be conducted in-person.  At least four (4) of the five (5) members of the Materials 

Review Committee must be present for a quorum and a quorum may not be established without 

the presence of the Principal of the School.  The Principal shall serve as the Head of the Materials 

Review Committee. 

 

Any parent of a student currently enrolled at the School who finds any material used at the 

School to be objectionable and has read, viewed, or listened to the material in its entirety may ask 

the Materials Review Committee for review.  To initiate the process, the parent must submit to the 

Principal the Request for Reconsideration of Instructional Materials form.  Upon receipt, the 

Principal shall forward the form to the various members of the Materials Review Committee and 

convene a meeting of the Materials Review Committee within 30 days or as early as reasonably 

possible.  Prior to the meeting, the Principal shall provide the members with a copy of the 

challenged material for review.  Until such time as the Materials Review Committee meets, the 

challenged material may be removed from the classroom, at the discretion of the Principal. 

 

The Materials Review Committee will meet to objectively determine whether the 

challenged material aligns with the values and considerations set forth in this policy.  In making 

this determination, the Materials Review Committee should carefully review the challenged 

material and may review any other documents related to the request.  The Materials Review 

Committee will then vote by majority on whether the challenged material should be removed and 

prohibited from further use at the School.  In the event of a tie vote, the decision of the Principal 

shall be determinative.  The results of the Materials Review Committee shall be reported to the 

Board at the next Board meeting following the Committee meeting, with copies of the Committee 

meeting minutes circulated to the Board. 

 

The parent who made the challenge or the Principal may appeal the decision to the Board 

in writing by submitting an explanation for the basis of the appeal that is limited to one (1) letter 

sized page.  The Board may choose whether or not to hear any appeal by a majority vote.  If the 

Board chooses not to hear the appeal, the decision of the Materials Review Committee shall be 

final.  If the Board does choose to hear the appeal, the Board must follow the same procedures for 



 

{00543158.1 1513-0400110 } 3 

 

reviewing the challenged material as apply to the Materials Review Committee and the Board’s 

decision will be final.  Appeals to the Board must be submitted at least ten (10) days prior to any 

meeting of the Board to be considered. 

 

 


